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ministry of the Fire Na'ions who has gained his «flice otherwise than by merit; and there is
not the 1-ast ealary or any s~rt f profit anncexed to ary office to temnpt the eovetous or
sordid ; but on the contrarv, every unworlby a-tion isaste~dad with ihe forfeiture of 1heir
enmmission ;. for their authrrity isonly the e teem of :hHe poople, and ¢eases the moment
that csteem i3 lost. - Here we see the naturar 2rigin of all power and authority among & free
ople.”’

ooty They strictly follow one maxivr, formetlv uscd by the Romans tc i-crease their
streneth, that, is they encourags the peaplo « £ other nations to incorporate with them; and
when they have subdue | any peo- le, after they have satistied their revenge by sowe eruel
exn rplo, they adopt the 1est of their captives, who, if they behave well become «qually
esteemed with their own people.” N ) . N

Of their for n of government, and the important part «f the women in public affairs,
Chateaub iand says: ‘ The government, extremely compli~ated, was comyosed of thies
coungils;”the council of deput.es (assistants) the council of old i en, and the council of
WAarro s. .

¢ } vory fimily sent a member to the council of deputieé, this member was named by the -
women, who often sent a wcmen to represent them. This was the supreme courcil. Thus
the chief ) ower was in the hands of the women...... . “But the cuncil of old men pro-
nounced finally, ax vefore them were brought the deliberations of the counc 1 of deputies.”

** The lroquois thouglt that they should not deprive thémselvesof the aid of a sex whuse
diseriminating and ingenious mind 8 fertile in res urces.”—(Voyage en Amérique.)

“These rations” gays Lahontan,” are free to the whole cxte- ¢ ¢f natural right; and
it seems that liberty, almost b .nis~ed frum the e:rth, has chosen her retreat and a ysum
amonz them *’ (Lohontan, letter 5 18tk June, 1684 ) .

A governent like this could never have been formed by a number of mere wandering,
figh'ing, hunting savages. ]t indicates a lonyg period of peare aud plenty and ssttled
habitation. -All carly writers agree-thatit was impossible, after reviewing the political
ability and i~stitu‘ions of the Iroquois, t» call the n by the unquallfied name of savages.
Colden called t'.em the ‘ Romans of the New World.” : R

In 1608 Champlainformed an ¢ llince, offensive and defencive, wi'h the Algonquins and
Hurons against the Iroquois.  He himself levellrd the first fire-arm aimed at an lndian in
Canuda—an arquchus load.d with four ball -, whi-h +illed three lroquoischiefs. (Voyages
1dacs la Nouv lle France par le Sieur de Chawplain.) This unjast fiable at ack upon a
pBople’ with- whom they might have lived and traded in peace !rought upon tho French »jl
tho r iseries of a hundred nr d fift v year:of Indian warfare. .Though Champlain was horri-
fied at the cruclty cf his allies towards their prisoners, and cnded the s ffe.ings ~f the first
ho saw at tho stake by a chot from his arquebus, the French soon:rew iamiliar with such
scene <5 and, throuchon® the war w th the iroquots, cncouraged ard imit_ted the b bar.ties
of their allics.  Tho samwe course was often fcilos ed by the pmiitansof New Englan 1; and
thus Chmilain’s ¢ rly and: ood advice —* by showi' g agood example ty the Indians, to
induce them to alter the'r cu-to us ’—was nowhere acted u on, : _

*Tho Duteh,” says Colden, **w.o set leil int o Now Netherlands, n~w called New
York. in 1609, ent red 'nto anall ance with th : I'ive Nations, which ¢ ntinuedwith ut breach
on cither side tiil the Tirgli-b gained this coun ry. Lhe Dutch gain.d the hearts of tho Five
Nati ng by their kind rsage, and were frequently useful to the French, in savi. g thuse of
them that were 1 risoners foom 1he eruelty of the Indians.”

“In 1664 New York b ing taken by the { nglich, th y likew'se immnediately enteed into
a friendship wi.h the Five Nutions, whi-h has continued witboutthelerst breacht)tlnsd y;
(1727) and hi tory, I believe, canuot give aninstance ¢f the most Christ an cr tmost Ca holick
kin- 8 obseriing o treatv so strictly, and {or so long a time, us (hese barbariaag, as they are
called, have d'ne. . . X X .

At this time the Iroquois, besides ma'ntaining the war against the allied French, Hurons
and Algonquivs, carried their arms over tle c.untry cxtending from Cacada to Carolisa,
a.d westw. rd to the Mississippi. The names of Ohio and Kentucky, Ontarin and Niaga-a,
and manv others, o 1in their language remaii i preof of thy cxtept of their expeditiszs.
Priortot -eir war with th: A'gonquins they were regar ‘ed by : urrounding nations 2s a peace-
fu! people whose resentmert wasnot to be teared. They wer: fur som» time ¢ nstantly
beatan by the Algonquin-. But when their perseveranze andintell gonee had at last enabled
them almgst to destroy the'r enemizs, they cxtended their conquests on every side. All the
neighbouring tribes 1 2id a yearly tribute to them o wampum (beads rmade from shel s). and
presumed necither to make peace nor war without ther co sent. “Two old men,” Colden
tells us, **commorl7 go about every year ortwo to receivo this tribute; and t have often had
opportunity to ohserve what anxiety tho poo- Indians were under while theso two old inen
re.nained in that part of the country where & was. An old Mohawk sachem, in a poor blanket
apc}; (thrt’s; ghirt, may be seen issuing his orders w.th as arbitrary suthority as a Roman

ictator.

[‘ ’_Even when at p2ace with the French, the Five Nations con'inued the war against the
| indians cf the Lakes, ard thus revious y interrupted the profitable t.ade between the Lake
-hasin and the Provinee of New France,

| In 1084 (pe:co hnvinglasted some time between the French and the Troguois) the Five
j§atlon~‘ were assemblrd at Alb ny ty meet Lord lloward, when complaints arrived fron the
jFrench G verror of Canada, «f their inte ference with the French trade. Up n the I oquois
.bring made aware of thesz complaints, thev replicd : ¢ He ” (the Geovernor of C.nada) * not
,only perrrits h s people to carry ammunition, guns. powde-, lea and axes to the Tuithuis
iovr cnemies, but gends them hither on purpose. These guns which he sends knoek our
ibeaver | unters on the_h=ad, aad our encmies rarry the beavers to Canady that we would
bave brought to our brethren. Our beaver hunters are warriors and could bear this no
longer., They ret some French in their way to our cnemies, and veiy near them, carrying
amimurition, which our men took from them.” (Colden.)

The (overnor of Canada (de Ia Barre) went to Cataraqui (near Kirgston) at the head of

a foree of 1,700 French and [ndigns f r the 3 urpose of chastisirg the Five Natiors; but his
army being much reduced by tickuess, ho crossed Linke On'ario, in‘e ding to impress the
i Iroquo:s with a belief and fear cf the power of the King o1 France. He was met by Garan. H



http://ofdeput.es

