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ministry of ihe Five Na'ions who has gained his cffice otherwise than by meri t ; and there is 
not the b a s t salary or aoy s"rt <f cr.ifit annexed to any office to tempt the covetous or 
sordid; but on tbncontrarv, every unworlby anion l s a i t c . d jd with iho lbri'eituro of iheir 
commission; for their aulhrriry is only the e t e e m cf 'ho people, and Ceases the moment 
that esteem i3 lost. • Here we see the natural origin of all power and authority among a free 
peoplf'" 

• 'They strictly follow one maxi-r, formewv used by t%e Romans tc i-crease their 
strength, that, is they encourage the peoplo < f oilier nations to incorporate with them ; and 
when they have subdue I any peo- le, niter they have sitislied their revenge by some cruel 
exa rp l e , they adopt the test of their captives, who, if they behave well become equally 
esteemed with their own people." 

Of their for n of government, and the important part rf the women in public affairs, 
C h i t c a u b i a n d s a y s : ' ' T h e government, extremely compli-atrd, w.is comtcsed of to ies 
councils; the council ofdeput.es (assistants) the council of old l^en, and the council of 
wa r ro s." ^ 

" i v e - y fimily sent a member to the council of deputies, this member was named by the • 
women, who often sent a women to represent them. This was the supreme cou' cil. Thus 
tne chief 1 ower was in the hands of the women ' ' B u t the c ;uncil of old men pro
nounced finally, and neforo them were brought the deliberations of the r ounc 1 of deputies." 

" T h e lioquois thought that they should not deprive themselves of the a idef a sex whose 
discriminating and ingenious mind is fertile in res purees.."—(Voyage en Amcjrique.) 

"These r a t i o n s " siyp Lahontan," are freo to (ho whole e x t e ' t cf Datural right; and 
it sesms that liberty, almost b n i s ' ed fr>.m the e irth, has chosen her retreat and a ysuru 
amon; them " (Lahontan, letter 5 18th June , 1681) 

A government like this could never have been formed by a number of mere wandering, 
figh'ing, hunting savages. I t indicates a lonss jioriod of peate aud plenty nnd settled 
habitation. -All early writers agree t hn t i t was impoi-sible, after reviewing the political 
ability and i^stitu'ions of the Iroquois, to call the n by the unqualified name cf savages. 
Colden called t'.em the '"Romans of the New World." 

In 1008 Champlaio formed an i l l i ince. offensive and defensive, w i l l the Algonquins and 
Hurons against the Iroquois. He himself levellrd tho first lire-arm aimed at an Indian in 
Canada -an arquebus ioidod with four ball ' , whi h tilled three Iroquois chiefs. (Voyages 
dacs l a N a i v Ho Franco par le iSieur do Chainplain.) This unjust liablo a t ack upon a 
people'with whom they might have lived and traded in pence I rought upon t in French ail 
tho n iseries of a hundred nr d lift ' year < of Indian warfare. .Though Champlain w;>3 horri
fied at thocruclty cf his allies towards their prisoners, and ended tho s ffe ings "f t h o first 
ho sriw at tho stake by a ^hot from his arquebus, tho French soon f rew familiar with such 
scene ; ; and, throu^hou". tho war w th tho iroquo:s, encouraged a n d imit ted tho b i bar.ties 
of their allies. Tho saiie course was often U H e e d by iho puiitansof New Engian i; and 
thus Chimilain 's c r l y and ood advice—"by s h o w i g a g o o d example t i t h e Indians, to 
induce them to alter the'r cu^to us "—was nowhere acted ui on. 

" T h o Dutch," says Colden, "W.JO net led in t o Now Netherlands n"w called Now 
York, in 1603. ont r o d n t o a n a l l ancc with th , Five Nations, which c ntinuedwith ut breach 
on either side till tho Tirgli-h gained this conn ry. Tho Dutch gained t'io hearts of tho Five 
Nati ns by their )<ind rsagc, and ^cro frequently usifal to tho French, in savi. g those of 
them that wero t risoners from ihe cruelty of iho Indians." 

"lnlCG4 New York b i n g t a k t n b y tho i nglisb, th y likew'sc immediately cnte-ed into 
a friendship wi.h the Five Nations, whi~h has continued without thole est breach t» th i sd y ; 
(1727) and hi tory, I believe, ca_nr,ot give aninstancc cf tho most Christ au < r most Caholick 
kin:s observing a treatv so strictly, and for so long a timo, as these barbarians, as they are 
called, have d n e . " 

At this timo Iho Iroquois, besides ma :ntainin? tho war against the allied French, Hurons 
and Algonquius, carried their arms overtl:o country extending from Carada to Carolina, 
a'-dwestw- rd to the Mississippi. Tho names of Ohio and Kentucky, Ontario and Niaga a, 
and manv others, a l i n their language rercai i i i proof of th ) extent of their expeditijes. 
Prior to t eir war with t h ; A'gonquins they wero regar 'ed by: unrounding nations as a peace-
fa! peoplo whoso resentment was not to bo feared. They w e n f^r somo timo e nstantly 
beaten by tho Algonquin-. But wh:n their perseveraneoandintellgencehad at l a s t e n i b l e l 
them almost to destroy the ' r enemies, they extended their conquests on every side. All the 
neighbouring tribes i aid a yearly tributo to them ,n wampum (beads made from shel s), ana 
presumednoithcrto make peaeonorwar without the 'r eo sent. "Two old men,' ' Colden 
tells us, "coininord 7 go about every year or two to receivo this tributo; and I have often had 
opportunity to o^servo what anxiety tho poo-Indians wero under while these two old men 
regained in that part of tho country whero l was. An old Mohawk sachem, in apoorblml ' .et 
and dirty shirt, may be seen issuing his orders w.tb. as arbitrary authority as a Koman 
dictator." 

Even when at psace with tho French, the Five Nations con'inuod the war against the 
'ndirmj cf tho Lakes, a rd thus serious y interrupted the profitable t .ade between the Lake 
basin and the Province of New France. 

I I n 108-1 (pe !co hiving lasted some time between tho French and the Troquois) <ho Five 
(Nationi wero assembled at Alb 'ny t i m e e t Lord Howard, when complaints arrived fro'in the 
jFrench G< verror of Canada cf their inte ferenee with tho Fr°ncb trade. Up.n t'io I c q u o i s 
; bring made aware cf thes3 complaints, thev replied : " H o " (tho Governor of 0 enada) " n o t 
;onlyperirits b s people to carry ammunition, guns, powde-, l e a l and axes to tho Tuithuis 
JO 'T enemies, but sends them hither on purpose. Theso guns which ho sends knock our 
i beaver 1 un te r soa tho head, and our enemies earry the beavers to Canadi that wo would 
have brought to our brethren. Our beaver hunters are wariiois and could bear this no 
longer. They rr'et some French in their way to our enemies, and veiy near ihem, carrjing 
ammunition, which our men took from them." (Colden.) 

Tho Governor of Canada (do la Barrc) wont to Cataraqui (near Kingston) at the head of 
a force of 1.7C0 French and 1 ndians f r tho rurpose of chastising the Five Nations ; bu th i s 
army being much reduced by lickness, ho crossed Lrike On ario, in'e ding to impress the 
Iroquois wilh a belief and fear cf tho power of the King oi France. He was met by Uaran. ' 
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